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1
CONFIGURABLE INDICATOR ON
COMPUTING DEVICE

BACKGROUND

Conventional computing devices such as laptops may have
a light-emitting diode (LED) indicator on the front/back of
the device, which may indicate an operating status such as on,
sleep, and charge. This LED indicator has a single color LED,
and is driven by internal CPU controllers. However, the inter-
nal CPU controllers do not have the capabilities of controlling
the LED indicator in a configurable manner in order to indi-
cate many types of information besides the operating status of
a computer.

SUMMARY

The details of one or more implementations are set forth in
the accompanying drawings and the description below. Other
features will be apparent from the description and drawings,
and from the claims.

A computing device may include a policy agent configured
to receive activity information, apply at least one display
policy to the activity information, and determine at least one
command based on results of the at least one display policy
being applied to the activity information, and a multi-colored
indicator unit, located on a non-display screen area of the
computing device, configured to display at least one of a
plurality of colors based on the at least one command.

The at least one display policy may include at least one of
an enterprise policy, an administrator policy, a user prefer-
ence, and an application setting. The policy agent may be
further configured to determine which display policy to apply
based on a hierarchical order of a plurality of display policies.

According to one implementation, the computing device
may be a laptop computer having a display screen portion,
and the non-display screen area may include a backside of the
laptop computer opposite to the display screen portion.

According to another implementation, the computing
device may be a desktop computer having a display apparatus
connected to a computer processing unit, the display appara-
tus may include a display screen portion, and the non-display
screen area may include a backside of the display apparatus
opposite to the display screen portion.

The multi-colored indicator unit may include a plurality of
segments, and each segment of the plurality of segments may
be capable of independently displaying a color, where the
multi-colored indicator unit may further include an optical
diffusion and mounting assembly having the plurality of seg-
ments.

The activity information may include Internet activity, and
the at least one display policy may include an Internet usage
control policy relating to control of the Internet activity. The
policy agent may be configured to apply the Internet usage
control policy to the Internet activity and determine the at
least one command based on results of the Internet usage
control policy being applied to the Internet activity.

The Internet usage control policy may relate to a parental
control policy. The multi-colored indicator unit may be con-
figured to display one of a green color for safe Internet brows-
ing, yellow color for cautious Internet browsing, a red color
for unsafe Internet browsing, based on the at least one com-
mand.

The activity information may include user action informa-
tion indicating at least one user action. The activity informa-
tion may include an application request from an application.
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The activity information may include maintenance upgrade
information or a number of errors associated with the com-
puting device.

A method for controlling and displaying colors via an
indicator on a computing device, may include receiving, by a
policy agent, activity information, applying, by the policy
agent, at least one display policy to the activity information,
determining, by the policy agent, at least one command based
onresults ofthe at least one display policy being applied to the
activity information, and displaying, by a multi-colored indi-
cator unit located on a non-display screen area of the com-
puting device, at least one of a plurality of colors based on the
at least one command.

The at least one display policy may include at least one of
an enterprise policy, an administrator policy, a user prefer-
ence, and an application setting. The method may further
include determining, by the policy agent, which display
policy to apply based on a hierarchical order of a plurality of
display policies.

The activity information may include Internet activity, and
the at least one display policy may include an Internet usage
control policy relating to control of the Internet activity. The
applying step may apply the Internet usage control policy to
the Internet activity and the determining step may determine
the at least one command based on results of the Internet
usage control policy being applied to the Internet activity.

The Internet usage control policy may relate to a parental
control policy. The displaying step may display one ofa green
color for safe Internet browsing, yellow color for cautious
Internet browsing, a red color for unsafe Internet browsing,
based on the at least one command.

The activity information may include user action informa-
tion indicating at least one user action. The activity informa-
tion may include an application request from an application.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 illustrates a computing device for controlling and
displaying a plurality of colors on a multi-colored LED indi-
cator unit based on one or more LED display policies accord-
ing to an implementation;

FIG. 2 illustrates a hierarchical order of the LED display
policies of FIG. 1 according to an implementation;

FIG. 3 illustrates the multi-colored LED indicator unit of
FIG. 1 according to an implementation;

FIG. 4 is a flowchart illustrating example operations of the
computing device of FIG. 1 according to an implementation;

FIG. 5A illustrates the computing device of FIG. 1 as a
laptop computer according to an implementation;

FIG. 5B illustrates the computing device of FIG. 1 as a
desktop computer according to an implementation; and

FIG. 6 illustrates the computing device of FIG. 1 as the
laptop computer according to another implementation.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

As described herein, a multi-colored light-emitting diode
(LED) indicator unit on a computing device, such as a laptop
or desktop computer, can be controlled. In one implementa-
tion, the multi-colored LED indicator unit may be located on
a non-display screen area of the computing device. For
example, the multi-colored LED indicator unit may be
located on the backside of the laptop computer (e.g., opposite
to the display screen portion of the laptop computer) or on the
backside of a display apparatus of the personal computer
(e.g., opposite to the display screen portion of the display
apparatus). Alternatively, the multi-colored LED indicator
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unit may be located on the computer processing unit (CPU) of
the personal computer. Regardless of the location, the multi-
colored LED indicator unit may include at least one segment,
where each segment is capable of displaying a plurality of
colors such as green, yellow, and red, among others, for
example. As such, the multi-colored LED indicator unit may
simultaneously display multiple colors.

Also, according to the implementations, the multi-colored
LED indicator unit may be configured to display multiple
colors according to a number of different aspects apart from
whether the computing device is charging, on, or asleep. For
example, the implementations provide an independent con-
troller that controls the multi-colored indicator unit, which
may illuminate based on the application of at least one display
policy to activity information including Internet activity (e.g.
green=safe web browsing, yellow=cautious web browsing,
red=unsafe web browsing, etc.), user action information,
application requests, service information, or, generally, any
type of activity associated with the computing device or auser
operating the computing device. Also, the user can set a
preferred color scheme depending on the type of action.

FIG. 1 illustrates a computing device 106 for controlling
and displaying at least one of plurality of colors on a multi-
colored LED indicator unit 108 based on one or more LED
display policies 116 according to an implementation. The
computing device 106 may be virtually any type of comput-
ing device such as a laptop or desktop computer, a netbook, or
a tablet computer, for example. An implementation of the
computing device 106 as a laptop computer, and an imple-
mentation of the computing device 106 as a desktop computer
are further illustrated in FIGS. 5A and 5B. However, the
features and functionalities of the implementations discussed
herein with respect to the laptop and desktop computers can
be easily extended to other types of computing devices.

The computing device 106 may include at least one pro-
cessor 107 and a non-transitory computer-readable storage
medium 109. The non-transitory computer-readable storage
medium 109 may include executable instructions, that when
executed, cause the at least one processor 107 to implement
functionalities of applications 112, the multi-colored LED
indicator unit 108, a policy agent 114, and the LED display
polices 116 in conjunction with an operating system associ-
ated with the computing device 106. The operating system
may include an operating system such as the Windows oper-
ating system, Mac OS, or Linux, and may include mobile
platforms such as Android, Symbian, or iPhone OS, to name
a few examples. In other examples, the operating system may
include a browser-based operating system, such as the
Chrome OS. Consequently, the applications 112 may include
virtually any application which may run on any underlying
operating system or platform. Examples of such applications
are well-known and too numerous to mention in any detail,
but generally include document processing applications,
gaming applications, email applications, image editing or
presentation software, a web browser, and/or virtually any
type of application capable of operating on an operating sys-
tem.

As shown in FIG. 1, the computing device 106 may be
capable of being connected to the Internet 102 or a private
network 104 which is then connected to the Internet 102. The
private network 104 may represent a corporate or other intra-
net, and/or a smaller-scale, local or personal network, any of
which may be implemented using standard network technol-
ogy.

The policy agent 114 may be configured to receive activity
information, apply at least one LED display policy among a
plurality of LED display policies 116, and determine at least
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one command based on the results of the at least one LED
display policy being applied to the activity information. The
determined command(s) are provided to the multi-colored
LED indictor unit 108 for displaying the color scheme. For
instance, the multi-colored LED indicator unit 108 may
include the hardware associated with simultaneously display-
ing multiple colors on the computing device 106 based on one
or more commands from the policy agent 114, which is fur-
ther explained with reference to FIG. 3.

In one implementation, the activity information may
include network activity information associated with the pri-
vate network 104 and/or the Internet 102. For example, the
network activity information may include which information
the user has accessed within the private network 104 and/or
the Internet 102 such as files, documents, and/or websites, for
example, which may include the Internet browsing activities
of'the user. In this example, the policy agent 114 may receive
the network activity information from the private network
104 and/or the Internet 102, and apply at least one LED
display policy to the network activity information. The LED
display policy may define one or more conditions associated
with the network activity information in order to determine
one or more commands to be provided to the multi-colored
LED indicator unit 108 for displaying the plurality of colors
on the multiple-colored LED indicator unit 108. For example,
the LED display policy may require display of a green color
if the network information indicates that the user has visited/
or is visiting safe Internet sites, a yellow color if the network
information indicates that the user has visited/or is visiting
semi-safe Internet sites, and a red color if the network infor-
mation indicates that the user has visited/or is visiting unsafe
Internet sites.

Inone example, the terms “safe”, “semi-safe” and “unsafe”
may refer to different levels of Internet activity, which may
depend on the context for which the computing device 106 is
utilized. For instance, in terms of utilizing the computing
device 106 within a work place environment, the various
levels of Internet activity (e.g., safe, semi-safe, and unsafe)
may relate to the security of the Internet site and/or the rel-
evancy of the Internet site to the user’s work. In terms of
utilizing the computing device 106 within a home environ-
ment, the various levels of Internet activity may relate to the
appropriateness of the Internet site such as a parental control
policy, as further discussed below. Therefore, the policy agent
114 may receive the network information indicating which
websites the user is viewing, and apply the LED display
policy accordingly. Based on the application of the LED
display policy to the network information, the policy agent
114 may determine the appropriate command(s) to be pro-
vided to the multi-colored LED indicator unit 108.

Also, the LED display policy may relate to a parental
control policy in order to monitor their children’s Internet
activity. In one implementation, the policy agent 114 may
operate in conjunction with existing network filtering mecha-
nisms already associated with the operating system and/or
web browsers or search engines. For example, these existing
network filtering mechanisms may provide parental controls,
and filter (or block) the Internet activity of the user when the
visited web page(s) meet a condition specified by the parental
filter. In this example, the policy agent 114 may be notified
when the filtering mechanism is activated causing the policy
agent 114 to apply the parental control policy to the type of
Internet activity classified by the network filtering mecha-
nism. For instance, for cases of unsafe Internet activity, the
parental control policy may require the display of a red color.
For cases of safe Internet activity, the parental control policy
may require the display of a green color, and for cases of
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semi-safe Internet activity, the parental control policy may
require the display of ayellow color. However, the implemen-
tations encompass any kind of color for the color scheme of
the parental control policy, as well as other types of policies.

In another implementation, the activity information may
include user action information indicating at least one user
action. For example, the policy agent 114 may be configured
to receive user action information that represents an action by
the user on the computing device 106. The user action infor-
mation may include virtually any type of actions performed
by the user such as launching a certain type of application
112, and operating the application 112/computing device 106
in a specified manner, for example. In this respect, the user
may define virtually any type of LED display policy for
controlling the color display of the multi-colored LED indi-
cator unit 108. In one example, the user may define an LED
display policy such requiring that the color red is displayed
when the user launches an application 112 relating to work. In
this example, the policy agent 114 may monitor and/or
receive a variety of different user actions, and apply the user-
defined LED display policy accordingly. When the user
action information meets a condition specified by the LED
display policy, the policy agent 114 may generate the appro-
priate command(s) to be provided to the multi-colored LED
indicator unit 108 for controlling the display of color indica-
tors.

In another example, the LED display policy may represent
an enterprise policy to be applied to users, who are authorized
to operate a company’s computers. For example, enterprise
users may set a company wide standard indicator scheme to
allow users to have outward facing indicators (e.g., the multi-
colored LED indicator unit 108 may be positioned on the
backside of the computing device 106) such as chat status,
e.g., red=busy, yellow=please be brief, and green=come and
chat. In this example, the user may set his/her chat status via
achat status interface. Then, the policy agent 114 may receive
the selected chat status and determine the appropriate com-
mand(s) for controlling the multi-colored LED indicator unit
108 based on the enterprise’s LED display policy.

In another example, the enterprise LED display policy may
relate to the number of bugs open against the user, e.g.,
red=one or more critical bugs, yellow=one or more non-
critical bugs, green=no bugs. Also, the enterprise LED policy
may relate to the status of a system update, e.g., red=the
system update is taking place, and green=the system update is
complete. As such, the activity information may relate to
maintenance upgrade information or a number of errors asso-
ciated with the computing device 106. Therefore, the policy
agent 114 may receive the maintenance upgrade information
or the number of errors associated with the computing device
106 from the computing device 106 or another device, and
apply the enterprise LED policy to determine the appropriate
command(s) for controlling the multi-colored LED indictor
unit 108.

Furthermore, the policy agent 114 may receive one or more
application requests from an application 112 to display par-
ticular colors of the LED indicator unit 108 in accordance
with certain functionality of the application 112. In one
example, the application 112 may include a game such as
Battleship (which is a naval strategy guessing game), and the
application request may be related to a round of play of the
game, e.g., the sinking of a ship, or a miss. Then, depending
on the LED display policy (which may include one or more
application settings) the multi-colored LED indicator unit
108 may be configured to display a flashing (or flickering) red
color when the policy agent 114 receives the ship sinking
request or a flashing (or flickering) blue color when the policy
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agent 114 receives the miss request. As such, the policy agent
114 may be configured to monitor the application requests
from the application 112, and to apply the appropriate appli-
cation settings of the LED display policy relating the appli-
cation 112 in order to determine the command(s) for the
multi-colored LED indicator unit 108. The control of the
multi-colored LED indicator unit 108 may provide an
enhanced user experience for applications 112 by providing
visual effects for a number of different applications including
gaming application or virtually any type of application 112.

FIG. 2 illustrates a hierarchical order of the LED display
policies 116 according to an implementation. As shown in
FIG. 2, the LED display policies 116 may be stored in a
database, and the policy agent 114 may be configured to
communicate with the database in order to determine the
appropriate LED display policy to be applied. For example,
the display of the color scheme may be configured according
to anumber of different LED display policies 116, which may
conflict with one another if they are activated at the same time.
As such, the implementations provide a hierarchical order of
the LED display policies 116, and the policy agent 114 may
determine which LED display policy 116 to apply by con-
sulting the hierarchical order.

According to one implementation, the policy agent 114
may apply the LED display policies 116 in the following
order: enterprise policies 118, administrator policies 120,
user preferences 122, and application settings 124. For
example, if the policy agent 114 is configured to control the
multi-colored LED indicator unit 108 based on the applica-
tion settings 124 (e.g., if the user is playing the battleship
application) and the policy agent 114 is also configured to
apply an enterprise policy 118 (e.g., the chat status example
explained above), the policy agent 114 may be configured to
apply the enterprise policy 118 instead of the application
setting 124 because the enterprise policy 118 is ordered
higher than the application setting 124.

The enterprise policies 118 may include any type of policy
that is instituted by a company for users of the company’s
resources, e.g., the computing devices 106. As such, the enter-
prise policies 118 may include virtually any type of policy
relating to a company wide standard indicator scheme. In one
example, as explained above, the enterprise policies 118 may
include the control of Internet usage by enterprise users (e.g.,
red=unsafe Internet browsing, yellow=cautious Internet
browsing, and green=safe Internet browsing), chat status
(e.g., red=busy, yellow=please be brief, and green=come and
chat), and/or the number of bugs open against the user (e.g.,
red=one or more critical bugs, yellow=one or more non-
critical bugs, green=no bugs). It is noted that these types of
enterprise policies 118 are merely specific examples, where
the implementations encompass any type of company wide
standard indicator scheme for any type of behavior.

The administrative policies 120 may include any type of
policy typically instituted by administrators of computing
systems. For example, the administrative policies 120 may
include one or more LED display policies that set the multi-
colored LED indicator unit 108 to notify when a system
update was complete, or another types of administrative poli-
cies 120. As such, the administrative policies 120 may include
virtually any type of policy relating to policies handled by
administrators of computing systems.

The user preferences 122 may include any type of user-
defined LED display policy. For example, according to the
implementations, a user of the computing device 106 may
define an LED display policy based on certain types of user
actions when operating the computing device 106. For
example, the user may configure the multi-colored LED indi-
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cator unit 108 to display green, red, or yellow (or any other
type of color) for virtually any type of computer-related user
action by defining the conditions in the user preferences 122.

The application settings 124 may include any type of LED
display policy relating to the applications 112. For example,
the application 112 may provide one or more settings that
trigger the operation of the multi-colored LED indicator unit
108 (e.g., the conditions are specified in the application
itself). Alternatively, the user may define the application set-
tings 124 for an application 112 that trigger the operation of
the multi-colored LED indicator 108 (e.g., the user sets the
application settings 124 via an application setting interface).
As indicated above, the application 112 may include a game
such as Battleship, and the application request may be related
to a hit, e.g., the sinking of a ship, or a miss. Then, the
multi-colored LED indicator unit 108 may be configured to
display a flashing (or flickering) red color when the policy
agent 114 receives the ship sinking request or a flashing (or
flickering) blue color when the policy agent 114 receives the
miss request. As such, the policy agent 114 may be configured
to monitor the application requests from the application 112,
and apply the appropriate LED display policy relating the
application 112 in order to determine the command(s) for the
multi-colored LED indicator unit 108.

Therefore, according to the implementations, the policy
agent 114 may be configured to determine which LED dis-
play policy 116 to apply based on the hierarchical order of the
LED display policies 116, which may include the enterprise
policies 118, the administrator policies 120, the user prefer-
ences 122, and/or the application settings 124, for example.
Not only the implementations encompass the specific order of
FIG. 2, the implementations encompass any type of hierar-
chical ordering of the LED display policies 116. For instance,
the user may wish to apply the application settings 124 over
the user preferences 122 in the case that the application set-
tings 124 are more important to the user than the user prefer-
ences 122. Also, it is noted that the LED display policies 116
may include other types of LED display policies that are not
specifically characterized into a certain group. For example,
besides the four types of LED display policies shown in FIG.
2, the LED display policies may include other groups of LED
display policies 116. Also, the hierarchical order may include
any subset of the LED display policies shown in FIG. 2.

FIG. 3 illustrates the multi-colored LED indicator unit 108
of FIG. 1 according to an implementation. As shown in FIG.
3, the policy agent 114 operates in conjunction with the multi-
colored LED indicator unit 108 in order to carry out the LED
display policies of FIG. 2. For instance, the multi-colored
LED indicator unit 108 may receive one or more commands
related to the display of one or more colors of the multi-
colored indicator, and control the illumination of colors. The
commands may be in a format or syntax that is recognizable
by a light-emitting diode for displaying the appropriate color
indicated by the LED display policy.

According to an implementation, the multi-colored LED
indicator unit 108 may include a controller 130, and an optical
diffusion and mounting assembly 126 having a plurality of
segments. The controller 130 may be an independently-pro-
vided controller that is different from the internal controllers
associated with controlling single color LEDs on conven-
tional computing devices. The controller 130 may receive the
command(s) from the policy agent 114, and provide the LED-
level instructions to the optical diffusion and mounting
assembly 126 for displaying the appropriate colors. The
LED-level instructions may provide information indicating
the appropriate emission pattern(s) for the desired color and
illumination.
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The plurality of segments may include four independent
LED segments such as segment 0, segment 1, segment 2, and
segment 3, where each segment is capable of independently
displaying a color. As such, the plurality of segments may
provide the capability of displaying multiple colors at the
same time. In one example, the multi-colored LED indicator
unit 108 may utilize a Red Green Blue (RGB) color scheme,
which permits the illumination of a range of different colors
by blending amounts of red, green, and/or blue. According to
the implementations, each segment is associated with the
RGB color scheme, and at least one of the segments (or all of
them) may be provided with the appropriate emission(s) for
the desired color and illumination as dictated by the LED
display policy. Also, the optical diffusion and mounting
assembly 126 may include other components related to each
segment such as the corresponding RGB diodes and related
mounting hardware. Further, although four segments are
illustrated in FIG. 3, the implementations encompass any
number of segments in the optical diffusion and mounting
assembly 126.

FIG. 4 is a flowchart illustrating example operations 402-
408 of the computing device 106 of FIG. 1 according to an
implementation. Although the flowchart of FIG. 4 illustrates
the operations 402-408 in sequential order, it will be appre-
ciated that this is merely an example, and that additional or
alternative operations may be included. Further, operations of
FIG. 4 and related operations may be executed in a different
order than that shown, or in a parallel or overlapping fashion.

Activity information may be received (402), at least one
display policy may be applied to the activity information
(404), and at least one command may be determined based on
results of the at least one display policy being applied to the
activity information (406). For example, the policy agent 114
may be configured to receive activity information, apply at
least one LED display policy among a plurality of LED dis-
play policies 116, and determine at least one command based
on the results of the at least one LED display policy being
applied to the activity information. The determined command
(s) are provided to the multi-colored LED indictor unit 108
for displaying the color scheme.

In one implementation, the activity information may
include network activity information associated with the pri-
vate network 104 and/or the Internet 102. In this example, the
policy agent 114 may receive the network activity informa-
tion from the private network 104 and/or the Internet 102, and
apply at least one LED display policy to the network activity
information. In particular, the policy agent 114 may receive
the network information indicating which websites the user is
viewing, and apply the LED display policy accordingly.
Based on the application of the LED display policy to the
network information, the policy agent 114 may determine the
appropriate command(s) to be provided to the multi-colored
LED indicator unit 108. Also, the LED display policy may
relate to a parental control policy. In one implementation, the
policy agent 114 may operate in conjunction with existing
network filtering mechanisms already associated with the
operating system and/or web browsers or search engines. In
this example, the policy agent 114 may be notified when the
filtering mechanism is activated causing the policy agent 114
to apply the parental control policy to the type of Internet
activity classified by the network filtering mechanism.

In another implementation, the activity information may
include user action information indicating at least one user
action. For example, the policy agent 114 may be configured
to receive user action information that represents an action by
the user on the computing device 106. When the user action
information meets a condition specified by the LED display
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policy, the policy agent 114 may generate the appropriate
command(s) to be provided to the multi-colored LED indica-
tor unit 108 for controlling the display of color indicators.

In another implementation, the LED display policy may
represent an enterprise policy to be applied to users, who are
authorized to operate a company’s computers. For example,
enterprise users may set a company wide standard indicator
scheme such as chat status, e.g., red=busy, yellow=please be
brief, and green=come and chat. The policy agent 114 may
receive the selected chat status and determine the appropriate
command(s) for controlling the multi-colored LED indicator
unit 108 based on the enterprise’s LED display policy. In
another example, the enterprise LED display policy may
relate to the number of bugs open against the user, e.g.,
red=one or more critical bugs, yellow=one or more non-
critical bugs, green=no bugs. Also, the enterprise LED policy
may relate to the status of a system update, e.g., red=the
system update is taking place, and green=the system update is
complete. As such, the activity information may relate to
maintenance upgrade information or a number of errors asso-
ciated with the computing device 106. Therefore, the policy
agent 114 may receive the maintenance upgrade information
or the number of errors associated with the computing device
106 from the computing device 106 or another device, and
apply the enterprise LED policy to determine the appropriate
command(s) for controlling the multi-colored LED indictor
unit 108.

Furthermore, the policy agent 114 may receive one or more
application requests from an application 112. As such, the
policy agent 114 may be configured to monitor the applica-
tion requests from the application 112, and apply the appro-
priate application settings of the LED display policy relating
the application 112 in order to determine the command(s) for
the multi-colored LED indicator unit 108.

At least one of a plurality of colors may be displayed based
onthe at least one command (408) via the multi-colored LED
indicator unit 108, which may be located on a non-display
screen area of the computing device 106. For example, the
policy agent 114 may operate in conjunction with the multi-
colored LED indicator unit 108 in order to carry out the LED
display policies of FIG. 2. For instance, the multi-colored
LED indicator unit 108 may receive one or more commands
related to the display of colors of the multi-colored indicator,
and control the illumination of colors. The commands may be
in a format or syntax that is recognizable by a light-emitting
diode for displaying the appropriate color indicated by the
LED display policy. The location of the multi-colored LED
indicator 108 is further explained with reference to FIGS. 5§
and 6.

According to an implementation, the multi-colored LED
indicator unit 108 may include a controller 130, and an optical
diffusion and mounting assembly 126 having a plurality of
segments, where each segment of the plurality of segments is
capable of independent displaying a color. The controller 130
may receive the command(s) from the policy agent 114, and
provide the LED-level instructions to the optical diffusion
and mounting assembly 126 for displaying the appropriate
colors. The LED-level instructions may provide information
indicating the appropriate emission pattern(s) for the desired
color and illumination.

The plurality of segments may include four independent
LED segments such as segment 0, segment 1, segment 2, and
segment 3, where each segment is capable of independently
displaying a color. As such, the plurality of segments may
provide the capability of displaying multiple colors at the
same time. In one example, the multi-colored LED indicator
unit 108 may utilize a Red Green Blue (RGB) color scheme,
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which permits the illumination of a range of different colors
by blending amounts of red, green, and/or blue. According to
the implementations, each segment is associated with the
RGB color scheme, and at least one of the segments (or all of
them) may be provided with the appropriate emission(s) for
the desired color and illumination as dictated by the LED
display policy.

FIG. 5A illustrates the computing device 106 of FIG. 1 as
alaptop computer according to an implementation. Referring
to FIG. 5A, the laptop computer includes the multi-colored
LED indicator unit 108, where the multi-colored LED indi-
cator unit 108 is located on a non-display screen area of the
laptop computer, where the non-display screen area includes
a backside of the laptop computer opposite to the display
screen portion. For example, the multi-colored LED indicator
unit 108 may be located on the upper backside of the laptop
computer, and the display of one or more colors may be
visible from the location of the multi-colored LED indicator
unit 108. However, the implementations encompass any loca-
tion on the laptop computer for the placement of the multi-
colored LED indicator unit 108. FIG. 5B illustrates the com-
puting device 106 of FIG. 1 as a desktop computer according
to an implementation. Referring to FIG. 5B, the desktop
computer may have a display apparatus 106a providing a
display screen and a computer processing unit (CPU) 1065.
According to one implementation, the multi-colored LED
indicator unit 108 may be located on the backside or the
front-side of the display apparatus 106a. Alternatively, the
multi-colored LED indicator unit 108 may be located on the
CPU 1065.

FIG. 6 illustrates the computing device 106 of FIG. 1
according to another implementation. For example, FIG. 6
illustrates the computing device 106 as the laptop computer,
and the laptop computer is in a closed state (e.g., where the
display screen portion and the keyboard portion are folded
together). As shown in FIG. 6, the multi-colored LED indi-
cator unit 108 is located on the backside towards the outer
edge of the laptop computer. Again, the locations of the multi-
colored LED indicator unit 108, as shown in FIGS. 5-6, are
merely examples, where the implementations encompass any
location of the multi-colored LED indicator unit 108 on the
computing device 106.

It will be appreciated that the above implementations that
have been described in particular detail are merely example or
possible implementations, and that there are many other com-
binations, additions, or alternatives that may be included.

Also, the particular naming of the components, capitaliza-
tion of terms, the attributes, data structures, or any other
programming or structural aspect is not mandatory or signifi-
cant, and the mechanisms that implement the invention or its
features may have different names, formats, or protocols.
Further, the system may be implemented via a combination of
hardware and software, as described, or entirely in hardware
elements. Also, the particular division of functionality
between the various system components described herein is
merely exemplary, and not mandatory; functions performed
by a single system component may instead be performed by
multiple components, and functions performed by multiple
components may instead performed by a single component.

Some portions of above description present features in
terms of algorithms and symbolic representations of opera-
tions on information. These algorithmic descriptions and rep-
resentations may be used by those skilled in the data process-
ing arts to most effectively convey the substance of their work
to others skilled in the art. These operations, while described
functionally or logically, are understood to be implemented
by computer programs. Furthermore, it has also proven con-
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venient at times, to refer to these arrangements of operations
as modules or by functional names, without loss of generality.

Unless specifically stated otherwise as apparent from the
above discussion, it is appreciated that throughout the
description, discussions utilizing terms such as “processing”
or “computing” or “calculating” or “determining” or “dis-
playing” or “providing” or the like, refer to the action and
processes of a computer system, or similar electronic com-
puting device, that manipulates and transforms data repre-
sented as physical (electronic) quantities within the computer
system memories or registers or other such information stor-
age, transmission or display devices.

What is claimed is:

1. A computing device, comprising:

adisplay unit having a front portion and a back portion, the
front portion including a display screen, the back portion
being opposite to the front portion;

a policy agent configured to receive activity information,
apply at least one display policy to the activity informa-
tion, and determine at least one command based on
results of the at least one display policy being applied to
the activity information; and

a multi-colored indicator unit, located on the back portion
of the display unit, configured to display at least one of
a plurality of colors to a non-user of the computing
device based on the at least one command; wherein the
activity information includes Internet activity, and the at
least one display policy includes an Internet usage con-
trol policy relating to control of the Internet activity,
wherein the policy agent is configured to apply the Inter-
net usage control policy to the Internet activity and
determine the at least one command based on results of
the Internet usage control policy being applied to the
Internet activity.

2. The computing device of claim 1, wherein the at least
one display policy includes at least one of an enterprise
policy, an administrator policy, a user preference, and an
application setting.

3. The computing device of claim 1, wherein the policy
agent is further configured to determine which display policy
to apply based on a hierarchical order of a plurality of display
policies.

4. The computing device of claim 1, wherein the comput-
ing device is a laptop computer.

5. The computing device of claim 1, wherein the comput-
ing device is a desktop computer having the display unit
connected to a computer processing unit.

6. The computing device of claim 1, wherein the multi-
colored indicator unit includes a plurality of segments, and
each segment of the plurality of segments is capable of inde-
pendently displaying a color, wherein the multi-colored indi-
cator unit further includes an optical diffusion and mounting
assembly having the plurality of segments.

7. The computing device of claim 1, wherein the Internet
usage control policy relates to a parental control policy.

20

25

35

40

45

12

8. The computing device of claim 1, wherein the multi-
colored indicator unit is configured to display one of a green
color for safe Internet browsing, yellow color for cautious
Internet browsing, a red color for unsafe Internet browsing,
based on the at least one command.

9. The computing device of claim 1, wherein the activity
information includes user action information indicating at
least one user action.

10. The computing device of claim 1, wherein the activity
information includes an application request from an applica-
tion.

11. The computing device of claim 1, wherein the activity
information includes maintenance upgrade information or a
number of errors associated with the computing device.

12. A method for controlling and displaying colors via an
indicator on a computing device, comprising:

receiving, by a policy agent, activity information; apply-

ing, by the policy agent, at least one display policy to the
activity information;

determining, by the policy agent, at least one command

based on results of the at least one display policy being
applied to the activity information; and

displaying, by a multi-colored indicator unit located on a

back-side of a display unit opposite to a display screen of
the computing device, at least one of a plurality of colors
to a non-user of the computing device based on the at
least one command; wherein the activity information
includes Internet activity, and the at least one display
policy includes an Internet usage control policy relating
to control of the Internet activity, wherein the applying
step applies the Internet usage control policy to the Inter-
net activity and the determining step determines the at
least one command based on results of the Internet usage
control policy being applied to the Internet activity.

13. The method of claim 12, wherein the at least one
display policy includes at least one of an enterprise policy, an
administrator policy, a user preference, and an application
setting.

14. The method of claim 12, further comprising:

determining, by the policy agent, which display policy to

apply based on a hierarchical order of a plurality of
display policies.

15. The method of claim 12, wherein the Internet usage
control policy relates to a parental control policy.

16. The method of claim 12, wherein the displaying step
displays one of a green color for safe Internet browsing,
yellow color for cautious Internet browsing, a red color for
unsafe Internet browsing, based on the at least one command.

17. The method of claim 12, wherein the activity informa-
tion includes user action information indicating at least one
user action.

18. The method of claim 12, wherein the activity informa-
tion includes an application request from an application.
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